Campbeltown Community Council — Councillor’s Report
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1. Roads & Infrastructure - Staff change

We received notification on 5™ December 2024 that Jim Smith was leaving his post as Head of Roads & Infrastructure at short notice.
Stephen Hall, SOLACE consultant working on the review of Roads & Infrastructure, is currently in position as Interim Head of Roads and
Infrastructure whilst recruiting for a permanent replacement.

2.  Campbeltown Traffic Management System review

| have been continuously asking for a review of the traffic management system within the town for over a year and have finally pushed the
service to agree to a meeting in the next few weeks to start this process. Following my meeting with Police Scotland, they confirmed that
they also agree that the “unofficial” crossing points on the A83 through the centre of town are dangerous as is the current situation with
traffic exiting Burnbank Street on to Kinloch Road with no clear visibility of vehicles either side. There are a number of issues throughout the
town that need to be addressed by a full review of the current system and the appropriate safety measures (proper crossings, nibs etc)
being installed where required.

3. Cars parking on Ralston Road/Smith Drive junction causing obstructions - update

Previous note from June - | was made aware of cars parking on Ralston Road near the Smith Drive which were causing obstructions

particularly at the beginning and end of the school day for school traffic and buses. They are also causing visibility issues for anyone coming
out of Smith Drive onto Ralston Road. | spoke with council officers and have asked that they look to getting a Traffic Restriction Order in place
in this area and in the meantime they have spoken with the local policing team as whilst there are no lines to prohibit parking, the police can
still move cars on/charge cars if they are causing a dangerous obstruction.

Previous update from November Following on from the above, | received further complaints about this issue over the last week with

concerned parents getting in touch to advise that people are again parking in this area, causing worry and alarm for parent’s with children
who walk to school by themselves as well as causing issues for the flow of traffic, particularly for the buses at drop off/pick up times. | have
raised this again with the Council officers and asked for an update on their work to put a Traffic Restriction order in place in this area to
prohibit parking immediately opposite Castlehill Primary School. | have also contacted Police Scotland direct again and asked for their
support with this in the meantime. After speaking to West Coast Motors they have advised that this is issue is still causing serious problems
for the buses.

This is ongoing — council officers are currently refusing to engage with this issue further. | raised this again at the MAKI area committee
meeting and visited the area with Roads & Infrastructure (RIS) representative following the meeting. The RIS representative then met with
the Chair of the Friends of Castlehill parent council during the school/nursery finish time of 3pm that afternoon to see the issue in real time.
| then organised a meeting with Police Scotland to discuss the issue further and stressed the need for regular policing in this area to move
people from parking on the corners and causing a dangerous obstruction. The Police advised that, in their professional opinion, they do not
believe this area to be an issue/ dangerous. The Police advised that they do believe that parking and traffic management at Dalintober
Primary School to be dangerous.

| have continued to receive complaints about the issue on Ralston Road and have received communication from hospital and surgery staff
regarding cars parking along the road from Ralston Road towards the hospital leading to further traffic management issues and posing a
hazard/danger/delay to ambulances being able to access the hospital during an emergency. | am continuing to push for this to be dealt with
as soon as possible.

4.  Playparks

| received notification this morning that three tender bids have been received for the Scottish Government Play Parks funding works in
Kintyre. The council officer in charge of this project advised he has contacted the Community Council to ask for a representative to assist in
the scoring and evaluation of the tender bids.
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5.  Kidney Dialysis Unit — Campbeltown Hospital

Following contact from a constituent and further, following reading the minutes of the community council last week | contacted Gillian Neal
and Charlotte Craig to query the current suspension of the Kidney Dialysis Unit at Campbeltown Hospital. The constituent that contacted me
had been told that there was a local Campbeltown resident requiring dialysis and they were having to travel elsewhere for treatment due to
the service being suspended. | have asked for clarification on this. If this is not true, | have asked how the service would be re-instated if
someone within the local area requires dialysis in the near future.

I noted that during your December meeting, Mr Alan Baker asked Gillian Neal if the equipment could be moved out of the area and the
answer recorded was “ yes.” This is the opposite of the conversation had with Ms Neal at the Laggan Community Council | attended in
November last year. | have therefore asked for clarification on this point and stressed that the service must consult with community of
Campbeltown and the Kidney Dialysis Group who raised a substantial amount of funds for the equipment. Whilst | fully appreciate the
difficulties with staff shortgages and in particular, staffing a specialist service, and the benefit of the equipment being used to help as many
patients as possible, | do not feel it should be moved without first consulting the community that fought hard and fundraised to set the
service up here to alleviate travel time for local patients.

6.  Visitor Levy Consultation

General information
Following a special meeting of the full council on 20" December 2024, a proposal to carry out a consultation for the potential
implementation of a Visitor Levy in Argyll & Bute was voted through. This consultation will run from January to April this year — we await

updates of the consultation being available any time now.

My stance on the consultation & potential levy

Following the recent courier article on the visitor levy issue | would like to make my stance on this matter clear. | voted against the
consultation at the council meeting as | do not support a visitor levy in its current form as | am of the opinion that the Visitor Levy (Scotland)
Act 2024 is fundamentally flawed. Furthermore, if the Scottish Government want to implement a visitor levy they should be responsible for
the consultation and implementation of such a scheme country wide rather than effectively trying to ‘pass the buck’ on to local authorities.
In order for such a levy to be fair across Scotland, | believe the scheme would need to be dealt with at government level so that all Scottish
accommodation providers are treated equally and the Scottish government should bear the time and cost implications of running such a
scheme. As it stands, the administrative time and costs alone for local businesses and indeed the council could be substantial, potentially
forcing some businesses to close their doors and outweighing any financial benefits that the levy may offer. | have received countless emails
from concerned businesses Argyll wide and not one business has been in favour of this scheme so far as it stands. The general consensus
from our accommodation providers has been that the proposed percentage of 5% is too high, that the administrative strain on businesses
will be too much, that there are implications for businesses currently under the VAT threshold (which again causes substantially more
administrative work that would otherwise not be required) and that, if implemented, the visitor levy could seriously affect the tourism
sector as a whole in Argyll & Bute. The government are dangling a carrot of a potential £9 million of income from a levy in front of cash
strapped and underfunded councils however the reality is that this figure is the maximum gross amount that a visitor levy could possibly
raise (based on the proposed 5%). It could well be that a levy of only 2.5% is agreed thereby halving the gross income figure straight away
even before the financial administrative cost implications are taken into consideration or worse still, the potential harm to our
accommodation providers and tourism industry, the knock on effect of which could be crippling for our fragile rural economy. | sincerely
hope that, following the end of the consultation period, my colleagues within the Council Administration take all of the concerns of our
constituents on board and are not simply pressured into supporting the installation of a visitor levy by the Scottish Government on the basis
of party politic allegiance. As the consultation was voted through by the Council Administration at the December meeting we must now
ensure that everyone has an opportunity to voice their concerns and views. | urge everyone to get involved in the consultation process over
the next few months and make your voices heard.
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