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1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1.1 Date of appraisal  
 This appraisal was carried out during July and August 2008 

 

1.1.2 Purpose of appraisal  
In October 2007 the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded Argyll 
& Bute Council a Stage 1 pass for a proposed Townscape Heritage 
Initiative (THI) for Campbeltown Town Centre. This resulted in 
the Council preparing for the HLF Stage 2 bid during  2008. 
As part of this process Gray, Marshall & Associates were 
appointed to carry out a Conservation Area Appraisal and prepare 
a Conservation Area Management plan. 
The Conservation Area Appraisal is intended to be a document in 
its own right and the appraisal, analysis and recommended 
conservation policies are intended to help understanding and 
management of the historic core of Campbeltown. 

  

1.1.3 Date And Reason For Designation  
Campbeltown Conservation Area was designated in 1981 to 
include the heart of the old town focusing on Main Street, Kirk 
Street and the harbour, with a southward extension along 
Kilkerran Road. 

  
1.1.4 Boundary Map 

See over 
  

1.1.5 The Area In Context With Its Surroundings  
The brief for the appraisal and management plan included a 
request to examine the area to the north west of the 
conservation area, broadly around Longrow and Glebe Street. The 
includes an examination of this area, which is reported on in 
various chapters 

 
 Approach from the sea – the tower of the Lorne and Lowland Kirk, Longrow, is 

prominent in the centre  
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1.2 SETTLEMENT LOCATION, POPULATION AND ORIGINS OF 
DEVELOPMENT 
 

1.2.1 Location 
  

 
1892 Bartholomew’s Tourist Map (NLS Map Library) 

 

1.2.2 Population 
The population of Kintyre at the 2001 Census was only 10,100, 
down 7% since the 1991 Census. The decline was particularly 
severe in South Kintyre (-16%) although there was a 7% increase 
in North West Kintyre. Population projections point to a 
continuing steep decline: -11% 2001- 2011, and -21% 2001-2021. 
This is the result of natural decline due to an ageing population 
and low levels of inmigration.  
The Kintyre peninsula includes 4 Census wards: 

  Population % of Kintyre 
Population 

 • Campbeltown Central 2,516 25% 

 • North and West Kintyre (includes 
the Isle of Gigha) 

2,376 24% 

 • East and Central Kintyre, and 2,666 26% 

From: Campbeltown and Kintyre Strategy 
November 2005 
(Yellow Book, Willie Miller Urban Design & 
TTC International) 
 
 

  • South Kintyre. 2,530 25% 
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1.2.3 Brief History of the Settlement 

 Settlement Origins 
Extracts from “The Campbeltown Area in the 
Middle Ages”, Norman S. Newton, The 
Campbeltown Book. 

 

Although Castlehill was traditionally associated with a 
MacDonald stronghold and there is evidence of prehistoric 
activity in the area of the burgh-to-be, there is no sign of any 
recognised settlement within its original boundaries during early 
Christian and mediaeval times. 
There are many signs of Viking settlement in Kintyre, and around 
Campbeltown. Dozens of Norse place-names survive from the 
Viking period, but it has been observed that almost all of them 
involve descriptions of the landscape, while only a few imply 
Norse farms and settlements. Of these few, most are around 
Campbeltown. Almost nothing is known of the Norse period in 
Kintyre. By extrapolation from other parts of the west coast 
subject to Viking raids and subsequent settlement, we can infer 
that the well-established network of Early Christian chapels and 
monasteries was obliterated in Kintyre, as elsewhere.  
We know that Kintyre did come within the bounds of Norse 
sovereignty, as a result of the famous episode at the isthmus of 
Tarbert when Magnus Barelegs had his ship dragged across the 
narrow neck of land with himself sitting at the tiller, in order to 
fulfil the terms of a settlement with the King of Scotland 
allowing him control of all west coast islands he could sail 
around, ‘with the rudder set’. This was in the 1090s. 
The most important evidence of the merging of Norse and Gaelic 
culture is in the great warrior Somerled, who in 1156 is credited 
with ‘liberating’ the western isles (and thus Kintyre) from Norse 
rule. 
Again, we know little from documentary sources of the period of 
Somerled in Kintyre. His son Reginald (Gaelic Raghnall, 
anglicised as Ranald) is credited with completing the Cistercian 
monastery at Saddell, established by Somerled, whose grandson 
Donald (Gaelic Domhnuill) gives his name to the lineage of 
MacDonald, the Lords of the Isles, who ruled the Hebrides until 
their forfeiture by the Scottish Parliament in 1493. Kintyre was 
included in their sphere of influence, though they lost it a little 
earlier than all the rest, in the 1470s. 
With such sketchy evidence, how can we be sure that the Lords 
of the Isles were Lords of Kintyre? The main surviving evidence is 
architectural – the many mediaeval chapels of Kintyre and the 
few castles were built by the Lords of the Isles. 
Kilkerran first comes into church records in the middle of the 
fourteenth century, from which it seems that the mediaeval 
parish encompassed the eastern part of the peninsula between 
Campbeltown Loch and Balnabraid Glen, including Davaar Island. 
After the Reformation the parishes of Kilmichael, Kilchousland 
(in 1617) and Kilkivan (in 1772) were joined to Kilkerran. The 
united parish was renamed Lochhead, and subsequently 
Campbeltown. 
Kilkerran Castle, on the edge of the sea across the road from 
Kilkerran Cemetery, consists only of what the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland dignifies as 
‘scanty remains’. 
Kilkerran Castle was probably built around 1498, in the reign of 
James IV, as part of his campaign to establish and defend 
Stewart power in Argyll, following the demise of the Lords of 
the Isles in 1493. This castle was probably again garrisoned by 
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the Crown in 1536 during James V’s expedition to the west, and 
was reportedly still habitable in the 1620s. 

 
1595 Mercator (NLS Map Library) 

Throughout this period, the west coast sea 
route played an important role. The 
expansion of the Scots into Dalriada from 
Northern Ireland, the early Christian missions 
and later the Norse raids and conquests 
followed by the establishment of the Lordship 
of The Isles, all relied on a sound 
understanding of the complex sea routes, 
strong tides and, often strong winds.  
The Mull of Kintyre would always have figured 
as an important landmark, and a place to 
respect because of its strong tides and often 
rough conditions. The presence of a good, 
sheltered anchorage close by would have 
been known by these early seafarers and, 
when charts began to appear the loch was 
shown, even when the rest of the geography 
was a little askew.  
 

 
1654 Blaeu’s Map of “Cantyra” (NLS Map Library) 

 
1654 Blaeu– detail showing “Loch Kilkeran” (NLS Map 
Library) 

 
1794 Huddart Part of Chart of the West Coast of Scotland 
(NLS Map Library) 

 
1794 Huddart – detail showing elevations of the land 
masses as viewed from the sea (NLS Map Library) 
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 With the forfeiture of the Lordship of the Isles in 1493 the lands 

of the Lordship reverted to the Scottish Crown. The Edinburgh 
bureaucracy soon swung into action; what was needed urgently 
was an accurate inventory of these forfeited lands. Lists of 
tenants in Kintyre were compiled, for example in 1505, and an 
estimate made of the expected returns in rent and produce. It 
will come as no surprise to learn that the person appointed by 
the King to act as Crown Chamberlain of the forfeited lands in 
Kintyre was Archibald Campbell, 2nd Earl of Argyll. 
A century later, the Campbells were in complete command in 
Argyll as dependable representatives of the Scottish Crown in a 
turbulent environment. 
 

Extracts from “The Shaping of Campbeltown 
1600–2000”, Christine Richards, The 
Campbeltown Book. 
 
 
 

17th C - Early Development 
Campbeltown came into being as a direct result of three 
deliberate steps taken around the dawn of the seventeenth 
century. In 1597 the Scottish parliament legislated for the 
eventual founding of three Royal Burghs in the Highlands and 
Islands; in 1607 the Earl of Argyll received the feu of all crown 
lands in Kintyre, undertaking to expel from them all the 
MacDonalds, Macallasters, Macneills and other proscribed 
families who had been found so troublesome; and in 1609 he was 
relieved of all feu duties relating to these lands on condition 
that he would “plant a burgh to be inhabited by Lowland men 
and trafficking burgesses” within their bounds - and within five 
years. 
Progress at first, however, was anything but rapid, the Earl 
being so “hopelessly in debt [that] it is difficult to understand 
how he could have accepted a burden so far beyond his capacity 
as the planting and building of a new town.” In 1613, when it 
should have been well under way, the King refused the Earl’s 
request for an extension of the five-year time limit, and two 
years later insisted that unless the contract was fulfilled feu 
duties must be paid for the eight years since the charter of 1607. 
His ultimatum evidently did the trick: nobody quite knows when 
the building of Lochhead castle began, but this if little else was 
in situ by 1615 and the Earl’s younger son took up residence 
there after the Kintyre lands were (briefly) transferred to him in 
1626 – the hangman on his staff accounting for the place-name of 
Gallowhill. Though the precise siting of the castle has sometimes 
been queried, traces of its foundations were revealed during the 
residential conversion of Castlehill Church in 1986; so it did 
indeed stand at the top of today’s Castlehill – thus establishing 
the town’s natural axis as the somewhat skewed bee-line from 
castle to shore which has presided over its development ever 
since. 
Yet by 1636, despite the establishment of tolbooth and burgh 
school, the ‘burgh’ was still little more than a ‘clachan’, with 
fewer than half of its 30 householders having Lowland surnames. 
And though the Earl had boldly called it ‘Campbeltoune’ from 
the outset, the semi-anglicized name of Lochhead suited it 
better in a century ravaged by political unrest, pillaging, plague, 
and famine. Even the ecclesiastical structure was at sixes and 
sevens, episcopalian and presbyterian by turns; and when in 1643 
the community instituted to spread the Lowland ethos could 
belatedly boast its first church building, this was an Irish church 
in the form of a Geneva cross, at the end of a street which then 
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became Kirk Street. That the parish of Lochhead, enlarged in 
1617, was the only one in Kintyre with a placed minister during 
the 1650s, that its Lowlanders had no place of worship till 1654, 
and that the church recently provided for Gaelic-speaking 
Highlanders could accommodate about 400, are facts all too 
indicative of the scale of the local populace, the degree of 
‘plantation’, and the state of the whole area at this juncture. 
However, the mid-century formation of a Lowlanders’ 
congregation, and the building of their own ‘Thatched House’ 
halfway along Kirk Street, perhaps marked a turning-point: the 
second phase of plantation was more organized than the first, on 
terms that encouraged the incomers to settle; and though the 
third influx derived spontaneously from persecution, the town 
by then was at last en route to achieving its primary purpose. In 
1667 the “town of Lochhead” was erected into a Burgh of Barony 
now definitely “to be called the Burgh of Campbeltoun”; and, 
while no civic records of this period have survived, the Mercat 
Cross was certainly set up at the tolbooth by about 1680, with 
the burgh school upgraded to a grammar school in 1696. 
The ninth Earl’s eldest son was created first Duke of Argyll in 
1701, died in 1703; but in 1700 he had secured Campbeltown’s 
promotion to Royal Burgh status. 
Dowager Duchess was ensconced at Limecraigs a few years after. 
 

 18th C  - Formative years of the Royal Burgh : 1700–1770 
There are no plans of the town as early as this, but, 
cartographically speaking, the basic differences between then 
and the same central area now are that the Town Burn ran 
openly and quite untapped to the sea, which, untrammelled by 
any breastworks, at high tide reached up to Shoregate 
(comprising the Shore and Bolgam Streets of today). Since the 
boggy Meadows terrain served as a catchment point for Ben 
Gullion’s rainfall and springs, the volume of water in the burn 
must have been too variable for any bridges other than simple 
timber structures; and remains of the most westerly of these, 
whether or not the first on that site, were in fact unearthed in 
1936, approximately where Glebe Street, Lorne Street, and the 
top of Burnside Street now converge. Downstream 200 yards 
(180m) or so, evidence of a masonry landing stage was 
discovered in 1900 near what must have been the mouth of the 
burn, and hereabouts on the north bank stood the malt mill 
which gave its name, temporarily, to Milngate. This followed the 
line of the present Union Street towards its High (now Main) 
Street end, where it became the forerunner of Cross Street; and 
Kirk Street opposite, with its 13' (4m) opening only a fraction 
wider, practically completed the pattern of side-streets. 
The population at the turn of the century is reckoned to have 
been about 2,500, so that overcrowding was endemic and the 
lifestyle of most people primitive goes without saying. The 
castle being by this time derelict, if not in ruins, High Street ran 
from an open space at the top down to Shoregate fronting the 
loch at the bottom, with six tenement blocks above the Kirk 
Street junction and four below, all two-storeyed and tiled or 
slated. On the other side of High Street, the tenements were 
divided not only by Milngate but also by the Tolbooth, and some 
were three-storey blocks. High Street itself was causewayed – 
that is, paved with large flat stones set in mud; and so, in 1715, 
was Kirk Street, the most up-market address. 
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Improved standards, however, are not the same as development, 
and the prime mover in Campbeltown’s eighteenth century 
development was not the Town Council but the Dowager Duchess 
of Argyll, “the first person to recognize the possibilities of 
Campbeltown as a seaport.” 
Though the Council resolved in 1736 (the Dowager Duchess 
having died at Limecraigs in 1735) to form “an enclosed basin or 
harbour for the preservation and safety of ships loading and 
unloading,” they sensibly decided to postpone making a start on 
the second quay until completion of the first was at least in 
sight. Well might the Duke then comment, in 1754, “It is with 
great satisfaction that I see the Town engaged in so laudable an 
undertaking and therefore do very willingly agree to the Building 
the Key as is proposed;” but no subject so dominates the Council 
Minutes, year in year out thereafter, as the need to repair, and 
the cost of repairing, one or other or both of the quays that so 
dramatically opened up the commercial livelihood of 
Campbeltown. 

 
McGrory’s late 19th C photograph shows the corner 
building which was demolished to make way for ‘The 
Club’. 
No buildings of this type (with front wallhead gabled 
chimney and crow-stepped gables) survive. It is 
probably a good example of the earlier 18th C type 
of buildings of Campbeltown 

At this point the first plans of Campbeltown 
conveniently come in on cue to sum up its evolution to 
date, all of them being slightly variant copies of that 
“Drawn by William Douglas about the year 1760”, 
though one claims to be from an earlier original and 
others are several years later. Their representation of 
the two quays can be dismissed as notional: neither 
quay was yet finished, neither can have been so 
curved, and both are quite roughly sketched in on 
plans designed to deal primarily with the layout of the 
Burgh. They all show the former Shoregate now split 
into Shore Street and Balgam Street at the foot of 
High (or Main) Street, and a street on the line of 
today’s Union Street then known as Back or Bridge 
Street, terminating at a bridge across to Long Row (the 
word ‘Row’ usually denoting a string of buildings 
rather than a street). Here the string of buildings on 
the landward side is not only ‘Long’ but in effect 
unbroken right up to the Roading, which name is 
supposedly a corruption of the Townhill ‘road-end’; 
whereas the straight line of buildings on the seaward 
side extends about halfway, until the loch actually 
reduces the width of the road. On one version of the 
plan, three extra buildings at the end of the terrace 
even invade the sea. 

  The different versions also have different views as to the 
number of bridges over the burn – whether two or four or five; 
but whatever the number drawn, only the Long Row one is ever 
labelled “Bridge”, and since this is the one which gives Bridge 
Street that name and which will later be widened by additional 
masonry ‘arching’, this must surely be the stone bridge 
resurrected (and “perfected”) in 1722. But by the 1760s there’s 
a fair amount of infill building between High/Main Street and 
the burn, plus further development beyond, echoing its course; 
so sooner or later something will have to be done about the burn 
itself: a Royal Burgh can’t be pinned together for keeps with a 
series of vulnerable bridges, most of them little more than 
wooden footbridges. 
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1760“Copyd by Wm Douglas Ano 1760 from an older plan” 
(Civic Society – The Campbeltown Book) 

 
Kirk Street And St John Street, Highland 
Church Hall (Formerly Lowland Church) 
1706, restored by H E Clifford 1904. 

Three notable ‘Listed’ buildings at the heart of the town are, 
however, shown on the plans and very much part of our story. 
The first is the English church of 1706 which (thanks largely to 
the Duchess) replaced ‘The Thatched House’ in Kirk Street and, 
from 1770 on, has a chequered career to come; and next 
chronologically is the building that the NMRS refers to as ‘The 
Old Court-house’, though it has yet to be converted for that 
function, was put up in the 1750s simply as housing, and will 
later serve a variety of uses before sadly falling into disuse. And 
the third is our present Town Hall (or House), which, with the 
Duke’s blessing and £100 from the Commissioners of Supply, by 
borrowing £300 and also imposing a stent, the Corporation 
erected in 1758–60 on the site of the original Tolbooth, because 
this had become so “ruinous” that its cells could no longer 
contain their prisoners. The Town Hall’s octagonal tower, 
breaking the building line of Main Street, has been added on to 
some of the plans, but they cannot of course show that as yet it 
had only a timber spire. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The fishing port : 1770–1825 
All the circumstantial evidence suggests a virtual doubling of 
population within the area of today’s Campbeltown during the 
half century between the introduction of the fishing bounty in 
1750 and its discontinuance in 1799, why did the area of the 
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1750 Fisheries Chart 
(Civic Society – The Campbeltown Book) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
58-60 Kirk Street, Early 19th century – 
Historic Scotland refer to it as “This is 
the best preserved of the early 19th 
century houses lining Kirk Street”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

eighteenth century town itself not double in size under such 
pressure, instead of simply fraying along its northern edges? 
There were, I suppose, at least three reasons. 
Some years ahead, parliamentary commissioners will pinpoint 
the first of these when reporting on the Burgh in connection 
with the 1832 Reform Bill. “The Boundary of the Burgh in the 
Charter is extensive,” they write then, “but no part of the lands 
within it belong to the Town. They are the property of the Duke 
of Argyle, and the Houses of the Town are generally built upon 
leases for three times nineteen years, granted by his Grace: the 
impossibility of obtaining any other tenure is supposed to have 
very much prevented the increase of the Town. . . . There is no 
prospect of the Burgh increasing considerably unless the family 
of Argyle give more encouragement to building than they 
hitherto have done;” whereas, “on the Dalintober side [of the 
Loch], the Town is likely to extend, as the situation is extremely 
beautiful, and the proprietors on that side give liberal 
encouragement to feuars.” 
Those who had not made enough money to sport a couple of 
acres and a coachman but enough to build an up-to-date town 
house were required by the Dean of Guild’s Committee to build 
it to an approved standard and on approved lines. For them, 
now, the trendiest address was the ‘New’ (Argyll) Street, aiming 
to run straight as a die from Main Street to the Limecraigs road 
but getting no farther than its junction with the Back Walk 
(Stewart Road) at first and New Quay Street later. Here a typical 
house of 1791 affords about 610 square feet (56.7m2) on each of 
its two well-lit main storeys, with ‘garrots’ above that will lend 
themselves to enlargement by dormers. As they had no side 
windows, such houses could be assembled into terraces, and this 
is how they are shown in the stylized town plan of 1801 prepared 
by George Langlands & Son, the Duke’s land surveyors. If, on the 
other hand, you already had a Town-Burnside property and 
wanted to improve it, you could get the Council’s permission to 
straighten the burn along your march with a breastwork doubling 
as new foundation, and so, for a small payment to the Common 
Good fund, gain several extra feet of building-ground. John 
McLean did better still: in 1820, when he proposed building 
McLean’s Place at what was then the foot of Main Street, he 
acceded to the Council’s request that he “throw back the front 
facing the Bolgam Street . . . in order to widen this street and 
thereby add to the uniformity thereof” provided the Council 
reciprocate “in exchange for the ground thus to be given up” 
with “an equivalent . . . in the sea behind” – but was actually 
allowed to build “three feet backwards” for every foot 
relinquished. Even for humbler houses beyond the town centre, 
thatch, with its inherent unwieldiness and hazards, was now 
officially frowned on: approval would be on condition that they 
had “Tyled Rooffs.” 
But at the bottom of the social heap there were, of course, 
people so untouched by prosperity that they could scarcely 
afford to pay rent, let alone build houses; and the third reason 
why the town’s increase in area fell so far short of its increase in 
population must be that it grew still more overcrowded as it 
became more compacted, particularly at its 200-year-old heart 
squeezed between Main Street and the burn. In 1794, writing the 
Parish of Campbeltown entry for the first Statistical Account of 
Scotland, the Rev. Dr John Smith calculated that 4% of the 
population were on the church poor roll, the large number of 
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Town Hall ‘The Campbeltown Book’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Highland Kirk, New Quay Street, George 
Dempster of Greenock, 1803-08 

lives lost at sea having left the town with an unduly high 
proportion of widows and orphans. Despite a government fishing 
bounty “which has not been niggardly”, he thus ventured to 
claim that nowhere else in Scotland could there be “such an 
aggregate of miserable objects in so small a place.” 
The Council, though, had become increasingly active on almost 
every other front, including the Royal Burgh’s civic 
respectability. In 1778 it replaced the timber spire of the 

Townhouse with a “handsome” stone steeple costing over ￡50, 
soon considered “one of the chief ornaments of the Town,”4 and 

the following year spent another ￡50 on installing an eight-day 
clock in it – the high cost of this job being partly due, according 
to the Greenock clockmaker, to “the steeple not being so 
properly adapted for a clock as it ought to have been.” Happily 
the bell presented no such problem: hung in 1780, it was to be 
“regularly rung” thereafter at 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. , for ten 
minutes each time. 
By the 1770s the old Gaelic Church above the New Quay, the 
single-storey schoolhouse erected close by in 1718, and the 
Lowlanders’ 1706 English Church on Kirk Street, were all being 
declared ‘ruinous’ with accelerating frequency. All three, of 
course, had been strung out at low level near the shore in the 
early days of the Burgh.  Castlehill Church was the first of the 
three replacements to be completed, built partly at the Burgh’s 
expense as a ‘burghal church’ and standing proudly in the key 
position from which any lingering castle ruins had been removed 
by its site preparations of 1778.  
Next in time comes the “proper schoolhouse”, for which the 
Duke has “already been pleased to give ground . . . in a healthy 
convenient and chearfull situation.” With a 95-year lease and 
the promise that for “so usefull an undertaking . . . an adequate 
rent will not be demanded”, this substantial two-storey building 
was constructed in 1792 with accommodation over the shop, so 
to speak, for the Latin-teaching Rector and his English-teaching 
assistant. 
Completion of the Highland Church was further delayed by a 
partial collapse, thanks to meddling with the design of the tower 
in the course of construction (it will twice need rebuilding later, 
after lightning strikes in 1830 and 1884); but two-thirds of a 
good though unworkable idea were realized when two-thirds of 
the parish population took possession in 1807 of their splendidly 
sited ‘New Church’ at the head of a still unnamed new street up 
from the New Quay. 
Wheeled traffic was the norm by now, with the Corporation 
contributing to the cost of the County’s 
‘patent roads’, and even after the coal canal came into use in 
1791 Since, too, there were as yet no proper breastworks in and 
around the harbour, where fishermen’s boats could simply be 
drawn up on the shore, the space between the formal head of 
each quay and the foot of the street connecting with it 
resembled a kind of no-man’s-land until, in 1774, the Council 
decided to build a wall from the north side of the Old Quay to 
the bottom of Main Street and ordered boats to deposit their 
ballast, hitherto “thrown out in different parts of the harbour” 
(i.e., Loch), as infill behind it. How well this arrangement 
worked is not on record, but New Quay head seems to have been 
similarly upgraded six years later. 
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1801 George Langlands & Son  
(Civic Society – The Campbeltown Book) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The rear area between Longrow and Kinloch 
Road contains some interesting buildings and 
remnants of old walls that once must have 
been on the shore line. 

However, the most ambitious waterfront scheme was instigated 
not by the Council but by a timber merchant, Archibald McNair, 
seeking its permission to extend his Bolgam Street timber-yard 
seawards. Two other proprietors on the east side of the street 
had been allowed 20' (6.1m) extensions of their ground in 1821, 
and now in 1823 he received approval to line up his property 
with theirs; but his long-term proposal was for an esplanade-
type street 60' (18.3m) wide overall, spearheading north from 
the Old Quay to Lochend, with a “range of houses fronting the 
sea”m along the landward side. This tickled the Council’s fancy: 
it asked for plans, and by 1826, with all proprietors between the 
Old Quay and the Town Burn having signed up for the initial 
phase of the project, had reached the specification and contract 
stage for the necessary “embankment”, which was to be 
undertaken at Burgh expense pending eventual repayment as 
occupiers developed the land behind. Here the houses were to be 
of not less than two storeys, slate-roofed, with lintels and 
rybelts of doors and windows formed in “hewn freestone so as 
the whole may present an uniform appearance to the sea.” 
Above all, there must be no “nuisance between the principal line 
of building and the sea.” In 1828 the embankment deed was 
received from London ready for signature. But the first of 
Campbeltown’s distilleries had been built at the head of Long 
Row in 1817, and by 1828 there were about fifteen of them – 
chiefly around the Mussel Ebb. 
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Thomson 1820  
(NLS Map Library) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Springbank Distillery, Glebe Street and 
Well Close this is a surviving, substantial 
complex of distillery buildings, earliest 
dating from 1828. 

Mid 19th C Development 
The whisky capital : 1825–1860 
By the time the Rev. Daniel Kelly wrote his follow-up report in 
1843 for the New Statistical Account, he reckoned that the 
parish (as distinct from the 1832 municipality, incorporating 
Dalaruan and Dalintober) still had 500 families engaged in 
fishing, but emphasized that “the great staple commodity of this 
place [i.e., the town] is the distillation of malt whisky.” There 
were then 25 distilleries, an Excise Office employing 50 people, 
and no fewer than 76 public houses in addition to “two excellent 
inns” – the White Hart and the Argyll Arms. 
Campbeltown’s distilleries …….. their permanent effect on the 
shaping of the town could hardly have been more profound; for 
to establish a reasonably long-term business they each required 
a fairly level site of two acres or so, a plentiful supply of water 
(whether from spring, well, burn, or reservoir), plus satisfactory 
discharge arrangements for their waste products of ‘potale’ and 
‘draff’. Apart from the complete outsider at Glenramskill, 
diverting that burn to its own advantage, and Burnside-cum-
Meadows re-routeing the Witch Burn even more, all the others 
were therefore concentrated by these three needs into an area 
barely half a mile square; and it’s almost unimaginable to think 
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Big Kiln Street, Former Free Church 
School, circa 1845.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of about 30 distilleries being set up from scratch in about the 
same number of years, entirely by manual labour – first having 
quarried and carted the stone, then constructing massive blocks 
of several storeys and erecting ‘stalks’, then finding room for 
the ancillary stores, stables, and cartsheds, etc. – all in so 
crowded a space. 
Nor were the distilleries themselves the end of the matter, for 
when they proved “gainful to a few individuals” the local 
tycoons whom they enriched not unnaturally wished to enjoy 
their wealth in villas as imposing as those that shipping 
magnates had indulged in half a century earlier. 
In 1843 ‘The Disruption’ also occasioned a veritable outburst of 
building as the new Free Church, because it needed to cater for 
both Gaelic- and English-speakers, scrambled to fit duplicate 
churches, manses, and schools into the jigsaw puzzle of a single 
awkwardly shaped site, broken into by the Witch Burn but 
wedged between Big Kiln and Castlehill. This had to be done at 
speed, and the two churches, looking more like factories, were 
never intended to be anything other than temporary structures; 
but the semi-detached manses on Castlehill survive, worthy of 
their ‘Listing’, and so does the school problematically fronting 
Big Kiln Street. 
Three pre-existing denominations contributed to the building 
boom as well. Dating from around 1800, the youngest of these 
was an ‘Independent’ fellowship allied to the Congregational 
Union of Scotland: in 1805 they had acquired the Burnside 
ground where, sundry vicissitudes later, the Salvation Army 
would eventually succeed them in 1899. Initially, with 
fluctuating numbers, they used its old house as their meeting-
house, consequently nicknamed ‘The Tabernacle’; but by 1829 
they felt flourishing enough to replace this with a nearly square 
chapel capable of seating 300 worshippers. Shortly after, having 
prayed and pressed for a new manse ever since Dr Smith began 
doing so in the 1790s, the Highland Church at last managed in 
1835 to replace what remained of its ruined old Kirk Street 

manse – for the princely sum of ￡1,300. And by 1849 the 
growing Roman Catholic community justified erection of the 
present St John Street church on the site of a smaller chapel 
built 40 years earlier. 
Some long-awaited civic developments too were now 
materializing. One was the jail of 1847, later (1871) converted 
and extended into the present police station. The question of a 
lighthouse on Davaar was another longstanding concern ….. the 
lighthouse came into operation during the summer of 1854. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What did not materialize at this juncture, of course, was the 
esplanade-type road from the Old Quay to Lochend, let alone the 
carefully specified houses behind it; for what householder of 
taste and means would choose to reside amongst a maze of 
distilleries, with his nostrils increasingly assaulted by the 
‘noxious’ stink of their waste products? No doubt it was for this 
reason, as much as the ones they cited, that the proprietors 
involved in the original scheme, or their successors, sought to 
wriggle out of it – even, according to the Council, reneging on 
contracts. The Council itself continued to carry out the early 
stages – widening the base of the Old Quay with a new 
breastwork, infilling behind with the ‘rubbish’ dredged from 
deepening the harbour, extending the breastwork northwards at 
the back of Bolgam Street, claiming for itself the ground so 



  
Campbeltown Conservation Area Appraisal 

 

 Final Draft_A_12 January 2008

 
14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Courtyard ‘The Campbeltown Book’ 

created, but talking now of simply a ‘sidewalk’ rather than a 
road. Halfway along Bolgam Street even that comparatively 
modest initiative petered out – partly, perhaps, because the 
Corporation, which now owned some of the town’s oldest and 
most dilapidated buildings there, had enough difficulty in 
deciding what to do about them. The worst were condemned to 
demolition, but the fate of ‘The Ark’, which was to become ‘The 
Old Court-house’, lay in the balance for several years while the 
Council debated whether it was worth rescuing or not – and if 
not, whether its site would do for the new jail, since the Burgh 
could not afford to undertake its improvement for public use 
without financial assistance, whereas what the Duke really 
wanted was an inn! 
…… by July 1852, when the alterations to ‘The Ark’ were more 
than half finished and the remodelled facade had been plastered 
“so as to immitate ashler”, negotiations were in hand to lease it 
out as “the new Courthall in Bolgam Street,” to which the 
Sheriff Court moved the following year.  

 

 
5 Bolgam Street – former Court House 
 

 Throughout this hyperactive period, from the 1820s to the 
1860s, something quite radical to the shaping of the town is 
quietly going on as the Town Burn gradually disappears 
underground. Armed with a plan for “Arching the Town Burn at 
Corbett’s Close”, the Council did not tackle this final stretch till 
1869, when, despite concern that some proprietors were 
“attempting to Encroach on the shore and bed of the Burn”, the 
job seems to have been done without hassle for a contract price 

of ￡95, including removal of “the public necessary”. 
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1841 Plan by John Waterston (Civic Society – The Campbeltown Book) 
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1865 Town Plan (NLS Map Library) 
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 Water, loos, and legislation : 1860–1890 
As early as 1801 a scattering of wells about the town could no 
longer cope with the water demands of its much increased and 
still increasing population, and in 1816, when the Duke’s 
Chamberlain was also the Burgh’s Provost, “the Duke of Argyll 
having been graciously pleased to give a perpetual Grant to the 
Magistrates and Council in behalf of the Community of the 
Springs of Fresh water at Crosshill,” arrangements were made 
for a piped supply to which householders might soon connect 
their properties at their own expense.……  by 1837, in the midst 
of a fever epidemic, the Council was ‘treating with’ the 
Chamberlain on the need for an ‘additional reservoir’…… 
………in the mid-nineteenth century water was beginning to take 
on an entirely new significance: no longer required domestically 
just in portable quantities (of dubious quality) simply for 
drinking, cooking, and washing, it now became mandatory, in 
acceptable quality, for hygiene and sanitation reasons. Cholera 
was the great bugbear: when not in the grips of an epidemic 
(1831 and ’32, twice in 1854), Campbeltown lived in fear of the 
next one as a succession of Public Health Acts called for 
increasingly strict statutory measures. Nor did the 1846 
Campbeltown Burgh and Harbour Act solve the Council’s 
dilemma in this respect for long: it provided for the impounding 
of Crosshill Loch at the Duke’s expense and, at a nominal rent, a 
99-year lease of the water there from for domestic use……… 
This was in the very month of 1865 when medical opinion judged 
the town’s water supply to be “totally inadequate for sanatory 
purposes” in the event of a cholera outbreak. 
The friction must have been exacerbated by the town’s 
nineteenth century rate of growth; for although the population 
fell between 1851 and 1861, it rose by almost 25% in the next 20 
years, and in 1891 reached its zenith – of 8,235, an increase of 
35% in 30 years;* and, unlike the period of population growth a 
century earlier, these 30 years produced a matching rate of 
building activity – not just consolidation either, but outward 
expansion as well. In 1866 Campbeltown was surveyed for its 
first OS map, published two years later and dense with 
distilleries; but Burnside Street has made its quirky debut and 
the Crosshill reservoir is fully in place, there’s the 1859 
‘Poorhouse’ (= Witchburn Hospital) on what is not yet called 
Witchburn Road, and Stronvaar, since it’s now occupied by the 
Duke’s Chamberlain, has acquired an almost ceremonial new 
approach (complete with lodge) from the end of Argyll Street. 
But the real building explosion has yet to come. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later 19th C 
In 1868 the English Free Church moved out to Lochend.  And that 
year too, since temporarily homeless congregations were always 
welcome to use the Town Hall for Sunday worship, the Gaelic 
Free Church was rebuilt virtually on its previous site – at Big 
Kiln, notwithstanding the Lorne Street misnomer. Three years 
later, the ‘new’ Longrow UP Church, with its 150' (45.3m) tower, 
was erected immediately behind the ‘Relief’ Church of 1767, 
this being then taken down and a 130' (40m) forecourt thus 
opened up at the end of a Kirk Close now fully developed along 
both sides.  Various ancillary church buildings were to follow: 
the UP church manse in 1877 and hall in 1889, St Kieran’s R.C. 
school and presbyteryin 1880, St Kiaran’s Episcopal parsonage in 
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Lorne and Lowland Church 
 
 

1885, Lochend Church hall in 1888, Lorne Street Church hall in 
1889. 
Other building work of public interest included the Town House 
extension, with internal rejiggingto provide a hall large enough 
for public meetings: this was opened in 1867 with “Wine and 
Cake forthe occasion” – but not without misgivings “as to the 
sufficiency of the joisting.”m  Then in 1871there were two 
interrelated changes at the top of Castlehill: an Edinburgh-
designed Court House, superseding the now outdated Bolgam 
Street premises, took pride of place just below the church, 
where a row of single-storey thatched cottages had formerly 
stood at right angles to the street,fronting waste ground; and 
the existing jail, as mentioned earlier, developed into police 
station.  An Act of 1872 having introduced compulsory education, 
the Grammar School was extended in 1876 to accommodate 300 
pupils, with Millknowe School erected that year at the Roading; 
and in 1889 Dalintober School, now under the School Board of 
Campbeltown, moved just up the road to bigger new buildings on 
a brand new site.  By then, the Corporation had sold its (largely 
reclaimed) ground behind McLean Place, on the seaward side of 
Bolgam Street, for “a Drill Hall Armoury and other premises 
connected therewith” on the understanding that the Council and 
its successors would be entitled to the public use of the hall at 
24 hours’ notice, unless otherwise booked; and so originated the 
Victoria Hall of 1887, named in honour of the Queen’s golden 
jubilee. The Christian Institute to opened its doors that year. 
Villas again abounded, now not only infilling along Kilkerran 
Road and Low Askomil but also spreading up High Askomil and 
even above, on either side of Bellfield Lane. Provost Sam 
Greenlees re-used ‘Relief’ Church stone for his, initially (1873) 
called Hazelbank, then Ardshiel, and today the Ardshiel Hotel; 
and, once installed, he obtained the Council’s permission to 
improve the “unsightly locality” of the Kirk Street / Kilkerran 
Road junction by enclosing “the triangular piece of ground” 
there which had once been part of the Gaelic Church graveyard – 
on condition that everything was properly done “without putting 
the Town Council to any expense.” Subscriptions were therefore 
invited and the work duly carried out in 1877. The new 
Chamberlain’s house built beside Limecraigs in 1877–78, though 
“an imposing mansion” with a “magnificent view of the 
harbour,” was most admired for its unpretentiously “picturesque 
cottage style,” with oriel windows and high-pitched gables. This, 
however, was destroyed by fire in 1947. 

 Tenement blocks in this period were constructed or 
reconstructed, with or without ground floor shops, in all the 
principal streets  ……  while urban-style residential development 
ranged almost as far afield as villas, notably in the Dell Road and 
Glebe Street area. Glebe Street had been a “proposed new 
street” since at least 1801, but the Lowland Charge had to wait 
about 70 years for the Act of Parliament which empowered it to 
feu off its glebe lands: the feuars then had to wait until 1889 
before the Council deemed the final stretch of their road fit for 
adoption under the 1862 General Police and Improvement Act, 
after arguments both about construction and, earlier, its width. 
The Council had required it to be “as broad as Argyll Street;” to 
which the first feuars responded that this would take up about 
an acre of the best land, that the agreed feu lots were only 100' 
(30.5m) deep, and what householder wants “curtailed back 
ground for the sake of having a wide street?” 
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The most significant housing breakthrough at this time, 
however, was the formation of Campbeltown Building Company 
in 1877 “to provide suitable accommodation for the working 
classes.” It was launched with unanimous Council approval in a 

public meeting at which 500 of the 2000 ￡5 shares were 
subscribed that very night. With its prime constitutional object 
formulated as “the erection of comfortable dwellings for the 
working classes in the Burgh of Campbeltown, to beet at 
reasonable rates and under strict sanitary regulations”, the 
company immediately went into business, negotiating feus from 
three proprietors (including the Duke) and planning the first 
terrace of 28 units at Millknowe. In less than five months this 
was not only under construction but outwardly complete, its 
“neat slated tenements” contrasting favourably with the 
“antiquated buildings and thatched roofs in this part of the 
town.” 
But of course the most outstanding development of this period, 
and perhaps in the whole history of Campbeltown, was the 
conversion of the Mussel Ebb into Kinloch Park – undertaken 
neither to provide the town with a park, though as yet it had no 
public recreational open space whatever, nor to integrate 
Dalintober with the rest of the Burgh, but purely (!) for “the 
sanitary improvement of the Town.”  
The Council first raised this issue with the Duke in 1854……..but 
delays ensued. In the meanwhile, therefore, the Council turned 
its attention to constructing the “street through the Ebb, behind 
the Longrow, under an arrangement entered into many years 
ago”, since even this Kinloch Road scheme, involving up to 5 
acres (2 ha), would “abate the nuisance to a great extent.” 
The Corporation proceeded to continue with both the breast-
wall and the road, which was “fairly opened for traffic” in 1878. 
“This new street”, the Campbeltown Courier reckoned, “will by 
and by be one of the finest in the Burgh, and we trust that the 
Dean of Guild will exercise his authority in preventing the 
erection of any buildings along the street but such as will do 
credit to the town.” 
The Campbeltown Burgh and Harbour Act of 1876 empowered 
the Corporation to purchase the gas works company set up in 
1830, to run a 6" (150mm) domestic water main ……. and at last 
to effect the land reclamation of the Mussel Ebb under five 
conditions laid down by the Duke. In a town-shaping context, the 
two most important of these were that “a public Roadway not 
less than 60' (18.3m) wide be formed along the seaward face of 
the embankment or breastwork” and that the rest of the area 
reclaimed “be formed into and kept by the Corporation solely as 
a Public Park or recreation ground for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of Campbeltown.” Embankment plans allowing for 
“an easy curve from George Street” were approved in 1877 and 
the work began from both ends – using 165 tons daily of material 
dredged from the harbour and causing a “quagmire” behind it. 
When the two arms of the embankment had reached near enough 
for the gap over Lochend Burn to be bridged, a “substantial 
wooden structure” was erected to link them, “thus connecting 
Dalintober and the town, and making the walk from one to the 
other a matter of only a few minutes” – a walk all the more 
historic because one of the bridge supports almost immediately 
gave way. But now the filling up of the Mussel Ebb started in 
earnest, at 6d. a cart-load of not less than one ton, till in 1880 
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2,000 cubic yards (1530m3) of Dalintober ground were excavated 
to finish the job off – and incidentally produce a flat site for the 
Dalintober school to-be. By now, sycamores of “the kind 
recommended to stand best with such an exposure to the east” 
had already been planted along Kinloch Road and Lochend, each 
in the name of a past or present councillor, with present 
members of the council planting their own. The reclaimed 
ground was ploughed and seeded with grass in the spring of 
1881; that June the Park and Esplanade were officially named; 

and in 1885 the Council offered a ￡5 prize for the layout of the 
Park – which appears to have been won by none other than “Mr 

Clifford, Architect, Glas,” – inasmuch as he was paid ￡5 in 1890 
“for his trouble in preparing the plan sent in” five years earlier! 
 

 Glasgow-on-Sea : 1890–1915 
 
The Council had by now developed a penchant for land 
reclamation: after infilling small areas at the heads of the Old 
and New Quays, then the huge area of the Mussel Ebb, it began 
thinking in 1880 of an inter-quay breast-wall “sufficient for 
quayage and berthing purposes.” This, though, was a more 
complex proposition in that it not only called for the feuing of at 
least another three acres (1.2 ha) but also required Board of 
Trade and Crown agreement to changing the whole character of 
the harbour – not to mention that of the town centre 
waterfront. …….. The ‘free coup’ here was rapidly accumulating 
material by 1884. 
Meanwhile, though, the next ‘free coup’ had been started on the 
seaward side of Kilkerran Road, just north of the Quarry…. 
For fifteen years the Council that had created Kinloch Park in 
five then proceeded to struggle with and agonize over its Quarry 
Green project, the actual work tackled at first on a almost 
casual basis, with a single employee laying out a line of stones 
along the seaward edge and levelling the material “dumped 
down in any old way” behind it. The Second Edition OS map of 
1899 shows that at the survey date of 1897 the land reclamation 
which started opposite South Park had barely reached North 
Park, and by 1900 the sea had washed away so much of the earth 
deposited that the Council queried whether they had the funds 
(or heart?) to continue: time and again they debated whether to 
press on from the south end, in which case nobody living “would 
get any use of it if they waited till they arrived at the New 
Quay,” or whether to recommence from the north – and, just as 
often, whether the ground should be finished with a slope to the 
shore or a breast-wall. 
In 1904, though, the proposed railway development became a 
timely catalyst for Quarry Green. The prospect of combining a 
colliery line to the New Quay with a passenger service to 
Machrihanish for excursionists landing at the Old Quay from 
Clyde steamers. In effect, the dual purpose determined the 
route. The Campbeltown and Machrihanish Light Railway Co 
started to carve out ‘The Cutting’ in 1905, using the excavated 
earth to form the northern end of Quarry Green where their 
rails would need to be laid. Though the line opened in August 
1906, there was still infilling and levelling to be done; 
The Council still dithered about what bit to do next. Not until 
1912, with material from the embankment still at the mercy of 
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the tide, did they dare to investigate the cost of a 757-yard 
(692m) breast-wall….. and commissioned the first stretch in 
1913. 
The mainspring of the operation is evident from the references 
to swimming baths, excursion steamers, visitor attractions, and 
so on: with the reduction in distilling, the removal of the 
militia, uncertainty at the shipyard, and other signs of economic 
downturn, Campbeltown, seeking to boost its income, had begun 
to think of itself as a holiday resort. 
Steamers had shaken out the whole Firth of Clyde at Glasgow’s 
door, and Glasgow went for it in a big way. Though Sunday, the 
only work-free day, was of course steamer-free too, being 
sacrosanct, there were special sailings on special Mondays; so 
while well-to-do families might move to the coast and/or 
country for a month or more, others could at least indulge in 
trips and weekending – or even escape for the whole of Fair 
Fortnight. The season was short, however, and Campbeltown in 
competition with all the less remote resorts – as councillors, 
hoteliers, landladies, and shopkeepers were only too keenly 
aware. 
The two old-established principal hotels blazed the new trail in 
1896 and 1897 respectively: first the Argyll Arms extended its 
Cross Street premises round the back of the Town Hall to emerge 
with a flourish in Main Street, and then the White Hart reformed 
and remodelled itself, sprouting a corner tower to rival that of 
the new Club diagonally opposite. 
Ten years later the proprietor of Lloyd’s Hotel in McLean’s Place 
bought the prime site (then a coal yard) at the Kinloch Road 
junction with Main Street, and there built the “very handsome” 
four-storey Royal Hotel that “will greatly improve the amenity 
of the pierhead.”  
In 1913, saw the building of a unique little cinema between two 
significant buildings on the recently upgraded harbour-front. 
The Kintyre Scientific Association formed in 1890 was 
accumulating museum exhibits for which it had no proper display 
facilities; so in 1896 the elderly bachelor James Macalister Hall 
of Killean generously offered to build, equip, and endow a 
library-cum-museum for the Burgh. The library opened, just, in 
the closing days of 1898, by which time the harbour-front street 
had already been named Hall Street as a mark of appreciation. 
By that time, too, preparations were already afoot for Hall 
Street’s second significant building, the massive four-storey 
tenement block completed in December 1900 as Royal Avenue 
Mansions, comprising 18 spacious flats over 8 shops/offices. 
The contrast in scale between these two buildings of similar 
stonework could hardly be greater, and highlights the fact that 
whereas public-use architecture of this period mostly remained 
in the traditional small-town mode (the Library/Museum, the 
Cottage Hospital of 1896, and three church halls including the 
1904 renovation of the 1706 English Church on Kirk Street), 
tenement architecture quite suddenly assumed megalopolitan 
proportions – almost as if to make Glasgow visitors feel at home 
in Glasgow-on-Sea. By 1908 Barochan Place had the longest 
frontage in town, with no fewer than 32 ‘up-to-date’ flats on 
the former site of Argyll Street’s disused ‘Militia Barracks’ – and 
the whole block built in 18 months. 
But in February 1908 the incredible news broke that, with the 
“public spirit . . . characteristic of so many of his actions”, Mr 
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Fleming was now intent on “sweeping away” the “unsavoury area 
….. and at the same time forming a new thoroughfare . . . which 
will be, practically, a continuation of Longrow to Main Street, . .  
fronted by handsome new properties composed of business 
premises and dwelling houses.” …….. this “spacious extension of 
our principal thoroughfare” was completed in September 1910. 
 

 
1899 OS Plan (Civic Society – The Campbeltown Book) 
 

 The final stages of ‘The Great Building Scheme’, however, 
brought the town face to face with the economic depression it 
had been trying to stave off since the previous century, partly by 
trawling for holiday trade but mostly by lurching from one 
construction job to the next – always a bad sign. True, quite a 
few of the projects had been admirably philanthropic, sanitary 
inspectors were pleased with the town’s increasing 
respectability, and Campbeltown now looked a much more 
prosperous place; but almost all its industrial capital had been 
invested in distilling, together with the associated trades. The 
so-called ‘People’s Budget’ of 1909, while introducing 
unemployment benefit and old age pensions, plunged distilleries 
in trouble with a crippling rise in the duty on spirits. Throughout 
the last few summers before the First World War, the local 
papers feature two weekly lists:– one of affluent families on 
vacation in Kintyre, and the other of local people leaving it, at 
the rate of up to 37 a week, for better prospects overseas, 
mostly in Canada. When the 1911 census confirmed an 8% drop in 
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population during the past decade, the Argyllshire Herald 
presented the situation in stark terms that have reverberated 
ever since: 
“The removal from town and district of the best and most virile 
of our youth continues. . . .There is but one way to stem the 
tide; that is, by the promotion of, some new local industries. . .  
It remains for somebody to take the initiative, to devise new 
industries and so resuscitate the trade of the town, otherwise 
the decline will certainly continue”. 
 

 The uneasy interwar peace : 1919–1939 
In so far as the returning heroes most needed a livelihood and a 
decent home, however, this meant a daunting amount to do in 
Campbeltown: here, the 19 distilleries in business at the start of 
the 1920s were reduced to three by their end, with all the 
obvious implications for associated trades; whereas in 1931 there 
were still 633 privately-owned dwellings without basic WC 
accommodation – and still some owners “utterly incapable” of 
upgrading their tenements because even poorer than their 
tenants. 
 

 Castle Park, Campbeltown’s 1923 cul-de-sac début into the 
trials and tribulations of council house building. 
Three considerations then prompted an outright switch to 
‘brownfield’ sites. First and foremost, the Lochend/ 
Dalaruan/Dalintober area was by now clogged with an 
agglomeration of redundant distillery buildings, semi- if not 
wholly derelict…. Secondly, the Council reckoned that tenements 
in blocks of 12 would be more economical to build than ‘flatted 
houses’ in blocks of four….. But thirdly, by 1931, there 
resurfaced a sense, largely lost during the age of distilleries, of 
the loch-head-type shape most appropriate for Campbeltown’s 
good: instead of “a housing scheme which would be an 
excrescence on the old town”, the Council now “wanted to see 
the town reconstructed around the shores of the loch, which was 
its natural base.” By the summer of 1933, with the work 
proceeding straight into its second phase of another three blocks 
….. creating 53 new homes by the end of 1935. Though not a 
square, the complex was called Park Square to simplify its 
numbering, and the final block was grafted in later, after 
clearance of the intervening Longrow properties. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1945 - Present 
After removal and safe storage during the war, Campbeltown 
Crosswas relocated in 1948 at the purpose-designed Old Quay 
Head roundabout. 
After a 1954 Act legislated more strongly than ever for the 
upgrading or closure of ‘unfit’ pre-1914 housing, and in response 
to a 1955 government drive for improvement where possible, 
renovation and redevelopment became very much the order of 
the day. In Campbeltown, this led to three kinds of re-shaping:– 
(1) where outdated accommodation was not done away with, but 
comprehensively done over instead; (2) where old properties 
were taken down not so much for replacement as for site 
redevelopment to suit entirely new functions; and (3) where 
sites were not so much redeveloped as simply opened up to 
relieve congestion and afford the town, or traffic, more 
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breathing-space. 
The Old Quay Head block was demolished in the mid-1950s for 
‘modern Municipal Buildings’ – or a 1963 ‘multiple store’! 

 
The Old Quay Head buildings, replaced by Woolworths 
 

 
Urban square created in 1971 

The final clearance of Kirk 
Close in 1952, opening up a 
spacious approach to Longrow 
Church, whereas by 1971 
wholesale demolition had 
indeed “opened up an 
interesting square in the 
centre of the Burgh” even if, 
stopping short on the west 
side of Harvey’s Lane, this 
ended by being only about 
half the size intended at the 
outset. That summer a car 
park for 26 cars was 
constructed, with surrounding 
flower-beds. 

 An identity crisis : 1975–2000 
It is particularly striking that in Campbeltown’s passage through 
the fourth quarter of the twentieth century compared with the 
previous three, after 75 years action-packed with demolition and 
development, not much appears to happen in the next 25. Work 
that did take place included: 
One development was the remodeling of Pensioners’ Row in its 
1995. Another, Bute Housing Association’s L-shaped Ciaran 
Court, was completed in November 2000 at the St John 
Street/Argyll Street intersection. 
In 1996–97, after over 200 years of alterations and improvements 
to both Campbeltown’s quays, the ‘New’ one underwent its most 
dramatic development yet, for the sake of a summer ferry to 
Northern Ireland which, in the event, barely lasted three 
summers. The quay was extended by 31m lengthwise and by 
about 37m of width at the shore end to accommodate a ferry 
linkspan, terminal building, and traffic marshalling area. 

 


	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 1.pdf
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 2
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 3
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 4
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 5
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 6
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 7
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 8
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 9
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 10
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 11
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 12
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 13
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 14
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 15
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 16
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 17
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 18
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 19
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 20
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 21
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 22
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 23
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 24
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 25
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 26
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 27
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 28
	1. C'town CA Appraisal and Manag. Plan 29



